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Intent
Our history policy is underpinned by our Christian vision, ‘Striving for excellence, together as one with God.’ At St. Andrews we aim to stimulate the childrens’ curiosity about the cultural heritage of Britain and the lives and history of worldwide societies and cultures.

We promote the Methodist values throughout the teaching of history by ensuring all children care about, and have a clear, respectful understanding of, key people in history and current affairs. Children can build on recognising the consequences of choices made by people in the past and how this compares to the choices we make today- showing dignity and respect for others. Children will engage in discussions about significant events and people from the past and learn themselves to be courageous advocates for change in their local, national and global communities. 

In addition to this, we help pupils gain knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We teach children a sense of chronology, and through this they develop a sense of identity and a cultural understanding based on their historical heritage. Thus, they learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain. By considering how people lived in the past, they are better able to make their own life choices today. We teach children to understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today; we also teach them to investigate these past events and by doing so, to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem solving.
Aims 
Our aim in teaching history is to enable children:-

· To foster an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that enables them to enjoy all that History has to offer; 

· To enable children to know about significant events in British history, and to appreciate how things have changed over time; 

· To develop a sense of chronology; 

· To know and understand how the British system of democratic government has developed and in doing so to contribute to a child’s citizenship education; 

· To understand how Britain is part of a wider European culture, and to study some aspects of European history; 

· To have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider world; 

· To help children understand society and their place in it so that they develop a sense of their cultural heritage; 

· To develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation and local area. 

Implement
These aims will be achieved through working towards the history objectives, following the year group long and medium term plans in line with the expectations/outcomes of the National Curriculum (2014) and Development Matters.
EYFS
Pupils should develop a holistic understanding of the past. Our approach centres on encouraging curiosity, critical thinking, and cultural awareness. Through engaging activities, we aim to instil a sense of chronology, promoting connections between historical events and personal experiences. By integrating stories, artefacts, and visits, we aspire to create a dynamic learning environment. Evaluation is ongoing, incorporating observations and discussions to tailor the curriculum, ensuring that children embark on their educational journey with a rich and meaningful foundation in history.

Key Stage 1 
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.
Pupils should be taught about: 

· Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 

· Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries] 

· The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell] 

· Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Key Stage 2 
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.

Pupils should be taught about: 

· Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
· A study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world

· Britain’s settlement by the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings including: Viking raids and invasion; Alfred the Great; Viking invasions and Danegeld; Anglo-Saxons law and justice; Edward the Confessor; Settlements and kingdoms; Art and Culture and Christianity conversion.
· A  local history study taking account of a period of history that shaped the locality
· A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

· The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of: Ancient Egypt 

· A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history Maya civilization c. AD 900 
Teaching and Learning

We use a variety of teaching methods, which provide children with informative, and where possible, first hand experiences- including:
· Teacher presented information, including question and answer work and the use of the interactive whiteboard to access secondary sources.
· The use of varied ICT equipment to ensure that the learning in history is as creative and interactive as possible and independent research can take place, including- use of the tablets, laptops, I-pads.
· The use of available primary sources to enliven the learning of historical periods, e.g. images, written sources, post cards and artefacts. 
· Trips, invited speakers or drama groups.
· Relevant reference books available in each classroom and used throughout lessons, to extend knowledge and understanding of significant historical periods appropriate to year groups.
The choice of methods will be determined by the lesson objectives and available resources.
Children will show their understanding of the lesson in a variety of ways:-

· Independent writing, in the form of a range of fiction and non-fiction genres.
· Historical maps and diagrams.
· Drawings and posters.
· Verbal presentations and drama-based tasks, e.g. role play, hot seating, conscience alley.
· Applying historical skills into tasks, e.g. placing events on a timeline.
· Performing arts including singing and drama-based activities. 
· The use of ICT, e.g. powerpoint presentations of information, databases and spread sheets, online research, word processing and recordings of drama/speech & language based activities.
Special Educational Needs

All children have an entitlement to learn and be taught history. We recognise the fact that there are children of widely different historical abilities in all classes and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. Work will be adapted appropriately and, where necessary, the child may have the support of a TA or group work. 
Equal Opportunity

All pupils are entitled to receive a wide range of learning opportunities in this subject appropriate to their knowledge, understanding and capabilities irrespective of their gender and race in line with the school’s Equal Opportunities Policy. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a field trip, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.
Wherever possible, other cultures and races will be promoted positively.
Teaching history to children with English as an Additional Language

In history lessons, we support children with English as an additional language in a variety of ways: e.g. repeating instructions, speaking clearly, emphasising key words, using picture cues and photographs.
The Use of Resources
The range of history resources includes:-
· A range of non-fiction books at KS2 including loans from the Salford Schools’ Library Service.

· Subscription to websites, e.g. Purple mash and access to the internet for individual and whole class use, in order to access both primary and secondary sources- e.g. the British Museum and the Imperial War Museum’s extensive archive material.

· DVDs and films related to topics studied.
· Resources to support trips to various places- e.g. Tatton Park (Vikings and Anglo Saxons).

· The use of artefact boxes available from Salford Museum.
· The use of guest speakers or drama companies.
Assessment, Recording and Reporting
Teachers through lesson objectives cover specific, historical skills- all staff have a copy of their year group’s relevant topics/objectives.  We assess the children’s work in history by making informal judgments, as we observe the children during lessons. Once the children complete a piece of work, we mark and make judgements based on the knowledge gained and retained.  In addition, the key historical skills, outlined in the learning objectives are marked as ‘achieved’ or ‘working towards’. Children are encouraged to take part in a range of self-assessment and evaluation activities, such as: peer marking, thumb signals, the use of talk partners and pink/green highlighting.  This information is then transferred to our school assessment system Sonar.
Teachers produce planning, as appropriate, based on the National Curriculum learning objectives, which are structured for the school year. These lessons and objectives are embedded into our long term plans. 
During the school year, each teacher will complete the History assessment tracker, identifying whether each child is developing, within, secure or exceeding each learning objective.  This information can be used for tracking progress and attainment through year groups and is reported to parents in an annual written report.
Impact


Our commitment to achieving these aims is unwavering, guided by meticulous planning aligned with the National Curriculum (2014) and Development Matters. In Early Years, our focus on fostering a holistic understanding of the past is driven by curiosity, critical thinking, and cultural awareness. We integrate stories, artefacts, and visits, ensuring a dynamic learning environment that connects historical events with personal experiences. Moving into Key Stage 1, our approach centres on vocabulary development and identifying chronological frameworks. Through engaging activities, pupils explore changes within living memory and significant events, individuals, and places. In Key Stage 2, we deepen their knowledge with chronologically secure narratives, addressing change, cause, and significance. Emphasising diverse historical themes, our curriculum ensures students construct informed responses, fostering a profound understanding of global histories.
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