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This policy has been scrutinized to ensure it meets the requirements of the single equality duties. The school will make every reasonable adjustment to comply with the duties and actively avoid discrimination.
Linked Policies

Safeguarding

Relationships and Health Education (RHE)
Health and Safety

Behaviour and Physical Intervention

Teaching and Learning

Dealing with Drug Related Incidents

What is Drug Education?

The staff and governors of St Andrew’s Primary School believe that drug education in school is a vital part of the way we can help young people make healthy and informed choices. This school aims to be a health promoting school and drug education is delivered as part of a wider programme of RHE.
Rationale

Our school vision statement, ‘Striving for excellence, together as one with God,’ and associated Christian values help ensure the protection of all members of the school community. Fundamental to St Andrew’s Methodist Primary School’s values and practices is a duty to inform and educate young people on the consequences of drug use and misuse. This can most effectively be achieved as part of a coordinated and sequential programme of RHE that permeates the curriculum throughout all Key Stages. Effective communication and cooperation with parents is essential to the successful implementation of this policy.

Our pupils live in a drug using society. A large majority of the everyday cleaning and hygiene products we keep in the home have the potential to cause serious harm if used inappropriately and many prescribed and over the counter medicines are part of their everyday life. It is, therefore vital that they understand the benefits, dangers and appropriate handling of everyday substances, including medicines.

Through the media and their observations of the wider environment, pupils are certain to acquire some knowledge about drugs. It is essential that we, at school, ensure our drug education programme provides pupils with accurate information that helps them make sense of the world around them. 
The school does not condone either the misuse of drugs or the illegal supply of substances to members of the school. We are committed to the health and safety of pupils and take action to protect their wellbeing. (Refer to the safeguarding policy). The school acknowledges the importance of pastoral care in supporting and safeguarding our pupils and others who use the school. 

Aims of Drug Education

· To help pupils develop, extend and practise the skills they need to cope responsibly in a society where there are drugs

· To provide access to reliable, up to date, objective and balanced information about drugs, including medicines and legal drugs, as pupils need it

· To give opportunities for pupils to explore arrange of attitudes to drugs and to drug users, including their own and each others

· To emphasise the school’s focus upon personal safety and personal health

· To explore issues relevant to pupils, which are raised by the use of drugs in society

· To contribute to raising and maintaining high self esteem in all pupils

· To foster competence and confidence in pupils’ critical thinking and decision making skills

· To identify sources of further information and reliable support

Roles and Responsibilities

Headteacher
· Dissemination of the policy to school community

· Effective implementation of the policy

· Ensuring staff training

· To ensure that all adults who work with pupils on these issues are aware of the school policy and work within this framework

· To monitor, review and evaluate the effectiveness of the policy on a regular basis and report to the Governors on request

· Liaising with the LA and health organisations to ensure accurate information and advice is available

Governors
· Supporting the Headteacher in following the guidelines

· Informing and consulting with parents about the drug education policy

· Building a positive and supportive relationship with parents through mutual understanding, trust and co-operation

· Liaising with the LA and health organisations to ensure best advice available and ensuring that the school policy is in line with national and local guidelines

Parents
· Being aware that educating pupils about drugs is a shared responsibility

· Supporting the key messages being given to pupils at school

· Accessing training opportunities where appropriate

· Being aware of the RHE curriculum used to teach drug education 
Pupils
· Pupils will be expected to maintain appropriate levels of confidentiality

Principles and Practice

As part of the national curriculum there is a requirement to deliver elements of drug education at each Key stage. Drug education is a planned component of RHE and Citizenship, with additional opportunities throughout the curriculum. Many of the moral and social issues raised are reinforced through the Religious Education (RE) provision. Effective teaching of drug education involves the use of the whole range of teaching and learning styles and techniques. This helps to ensure that the learning experience is pupil focused and participatory, and encourages interaction between pupil and pupil as well as between pupil and teacher.

The context of drug education

Our programme aims to provide pupils with opportunities to:

· Increase their knowledge and understanding of the risks and consequences of legal and illegal drugs

· Explore their own and others’ attitudes and values towards drugs and drug users.

· Develop their personal and social skills so they feel able to communicate effectively, recognise choices, make decisions and access help when needed.

· Appreciate the benefits of a healthy lifestyle, relating this to their own and others actions

· Recognise that they are unique, valuable and irreplaceable

· Engage in activities and opportunities aiming to maximise learning

· Identify factual information relevant to age and understanding

Visitors and Outside Speakers

Since RHE is a shared responsibility, it is sometimes appropriate to use visitors from outside agencies as support. Any contribution should be properly planned to form part of an effective overall programme and must reflect the school’s values and approach to RHE. It should be appropriate and complement the existing programme, matching the age and maturity of the pupils. When using outside agencies, a member of the teaching staff must be present.

Year 6 make an annual visit to the Crucial Crew. The Police Community Support Officer will visit individual classes at the school’s request to speak to individuals or groups of children. 

Delivery of Drug Education
Drug education is delivered via RHE and forms part of a sequence of lessons that are designed to promote a healthier lifestyle for pupils.  It is taught by class teachers, visiting professionals and school health advisors.  

Ground rules are established to ensure that drug education is delivered within a positive, supportive environment. A positive partnership with the parents of our pupils is very important and this can only be achieved through mutual trust and co-operation.

Throughout the drug education programme we promote active learning approaches, reflective questioning, differentiation and a range of groupings to encourage pupils to explore issues, reflect on the dangers of misuse and listen to the views of others, maximising the opportunity to learn.

With regards to drug education we believe that opportunities to teach about the importance of living a healthy lifestyle occur throughout the curriculum including computing, science, R.E and RHE.  We follow the National Curriculum and deliver drug education sensitively and Key Stage appropriate.

At Key Stage 1, pupils learn about staying safe around medicines and household substances and basic skills for making healthy choices and following safety rules.

At Key Stage 2, pupils learn about the effects and risks of alcohol, tobacco and volatile substances. Year 6 pupils learn about illegal drugs and skills needed to manage risky situations. They learn how to make informed choices about their health, how to resist pressure to do wrong and to take more responsibility for their action.They learn how to cope with peer influences and resisting unhelpful pressures from adults and the media

At an appropriate level, pupils are taught an understanding of the role of drugs in society and the laws and rules relating to their use.

Pupils are advised who can help them if they have worries and the nature of confidentiality.

Monitoring and Evaluation

We monitor the effectiveness of the drug education programme.  The RHE lead has overall responsibility for monitoring the impact of drugs education and setting targets for improvement. Monitoring includes;
· Lesson observations with feedback to teachers

· Pupils’ evaluations of lessons during Pupil Rights Group meetings
· Monitoring planning

· Feedback from staff

· Staff meetings and governors’ meetings

· Annual audit report to governors as part of the RHE audit.
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