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                                     St. Andrew’s (Methodist) Primary School



        Prescott Street

Little Hulton

Worsley

Manchester

M28 OZA



Tel: 0161 790 3194

Email: standrewsmethodist.primaryschool@salford.gov.uk

Headteacher: Mrs A Barker
B Ed Hons, N.P.Q.H.


20th March 2020
Dear Parent / Carer,
Important information regarding student attendance – from Monday 23 March 2020
Firstly, thank you for the very supportive approach that you have taken during these exceptionally challenging times.  We all need to do what we can to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus. That is why the government has given clear guidance on self-isolation, household isolation and social distancing. The most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If children can now stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. 
It is important to underline that schools and colleges remain safe places for children. But the fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in our society. 

Whilst we are formally closed from Monday 23 March onwards, we will continue to support your child, both academically and pastorally and our school remains at the heart of our community.  

Special opening from Monday 23 March for the children of key workers and those entitled to specialist support

Key workers
At midnight, the government published a list of those parent / carers who are entitled to send their child to school.  The link below provides specific details.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
The list includes the following; Health and Social care, education and childcare, key public services, local and national government, food and other necessary goods, public safety and security, transport, utilities, communication and financial services. 

We are grateful to all of these key workers who are looking after us all and keeping our essential services going.  In return, our superb staff team are also going to ‘step up to the plate’ and provide provision for your child / children.  It is critical to note, however, that 
this provision should only be taken up if there are no other alternatives (see guidance).  The government has asked parents/carers to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and for schools to remain open only for children who absolutely need to attend:
Should you need to take up this provision, please contact us by 3pm on Monday 23rd March 2020 ( via the school office 0161 7903194). 
Specialist Support Provision
Those children with safeguarding and welfare needs, including those children on child in need plans, on child protection plans, ‘looked after’ children, young carers, disabled children and those with Education Health and Care plans are also able to attend school.  
Free School Meals

Children who are eligible for free schools, and are required to stay at home, will be provided with a packed lunch from the school kitchen on request. This will consist of either a meat or cheese sandwich and a healthy snack. These will need to be ordered in advance for the week. If you would like to order a packed lunch for your child/children please telephone the school office on a Monday morning before 10am. Packed lunches can be collected daily from the school cook between 11-11.30am from the kitchen gate.
Children who are in school will receive a school lunch as normal, unless they normally bring a  packed lunch.

St Andrew’s will be closed to the majority of students, but we are in no way closed in terms of our ongoing care, support and kindness.
With Best Wishes 
Mrs A Barker

Headteacher
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