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Philosophy

Our school’s Christian vision, ‘Striving for excellence, together as one with God’ recognises that children need to be nurtured and supported both academically and spiritually if they are to develop and succeed. Across the whole school, and in the EYFS, we aim to create an environment where all pupils, whatever their background, can flourish because all are treated with dignity and respect. As the EYFS is the starting point to the majority of our children and families at St. Andrews, we aim to ensure that those who may be more vulnerable, or have additional learning or personal needs, are identified and supported. This Christian vision and its associated values helps ensure the protection of all members of the school community. 
In the Foundation Stage classes we aim to provide a stimulating and challenging environment that will give children the best possible start to their time at St Andrew’s Methodist Primary School. In partnership with the family and carers we enable them to begin the process of becoming active learners for life. This policy works hand in hand with the Every Child Matters agenda, in that every child has a right to grow up safe, healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic well-being.
1 Introduction
1.1 Effective practice in the EYFS is built on the following four guiding themes:
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of their Reception Year.
In our school, children may join us in the Nursery or at the beginning of the school year in which they are five. 
Compulsory schooling begins at the start of the term after a child’s fifth birthday.
The EYFS is important in its own right, and in preparing children for later learning. The Early Learning Goals set out what is expected of most children by the end of the EYFS.
1.2 Children joining our school have already learnt a great deal. The Early Years education we offer our children is based on the following principles:

· it builds on what our children already know and can do;

· it ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged;

· it offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that matches the needs of young children and activities that provides opportunities for learning;

· it provides a rich and stimulating environment.

· it enables children to make an effective transition from home to school.

2 EYFS Principles

2.1 Effective practice in the EYFS is built on the following four guiding themes:
· A Unique Child : recognises that every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. The commitments are focused around development; inclusion; safety and health and well-being.
· Positive Relationships: describes how children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure relationships with parents and/or a key person. The commitments are focused around respect; partnerships with parents; supporting learning and the role of the key person.
· Enabling Environments: explains that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s development and learning. The commitments are focused around observation, assessment and planning; support for every child; the learning environment and the wider context – transitions, continuity and multiagency working
· Learning and Development: recognizes that children learn in different ways and at different rates and that all areas of learning and development are equally important and inter-connected. 
3 Teaching and Learning 
3.1 Our policy on Teaching and Learning defines the features of effective teaching and learning in our school. These features apply to teaching and learning in the Early Years, just as much as they do to the teaching across the whole school. It includes whole class teaching, working with small groups or individuals and on-going observations.

3.2 Classroom organisation. 
We have a large Nursery classroom and a Reception class where the teachers and teaching assistants, work as a team. All children within the Nursery are allocated a key worker as a first point of contact. 

The children use the School Hall for P.E, Music, and at lunchtimes.  Reception use the hall for Monday and Friday Worships (assemblies).
3.3 The more general features of good practice in our school that relate to the Early Years are:

· The partnership between practitioners and parents, so that our children feel secure at school and develop a sense of well-being and achievement;

· The understanding that practitioners have of how children develop and learn, and how this affects planning and teaching; we start from the child and his/her needs and plan the learning linked to our assessments and observations.

· The range of approaches used that provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, make appropriate interventions and extend and develop play and talk or other means of communication; we believe that children learn through active, hands-on experiences both in                 and outside of the classroom.

· The carefully planned curriculum that helps children to work towards achieving the Early learning Goals by the end of Reception Class.
· The provision for children to take part in activities that build on and extend their interests and develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities
· The encouragement for children to communicate and talk about their learning, and to

           develop independence and self-management and self-confidence
· The support for learning with appropriate space, facilities and equipment
· The identification of the progress and future learning needs of children through ‘Assessment

            For Learning’ 

· The good relationships between our school and the settings that our children experience

            prior to joining our school
· The clear aims and success criteria for our work, and the regular monitoring to evaluate our

            planning and improve what we do
· The regular identification of training needs of all adults working within the EYFS to ensure the very best provision for our children based on current research and exemplary practice
· The development of outdoor provision, which enables children to learn about their environment and participate in activities in a more physical creative way
4 Play in the Early Years Curriculum
4.1 Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. Children are given the opportunities to explore and discover within a safe and supported environment. Play underpins the delivery of the Early Years Curriculum.
The children have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. They express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations. The children are involved with both group and individual play, some initiated by adults, some by the children. They learn through being active learners working with a wide range of resources. Through play children will develop intellectually, creatively, physically, socially and emotionally. It gives children the opportunity to take risks and make mistakes. 

4.2 To ensure that quality play takes place we offer extended periods of continuous provision. This provision provides the secure environment needed to foster children’s confidence and development. During extended periods of play children take their learning and interaction to a new level and through careful observations opportunities are then made for practitioners to establish how to further develop the children’s learning.
5 Inclusion in the Early Years 

5.1 At St Andrew’s we believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when planning for their learning (see our policy on school inclusion).

5.2 In the Early Years we set realistic and challenging expectations to meet the needs of our children. We strive achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.

5.3 We meet the needs of all our children through:

· Planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence
· Using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs
· Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help them to learn effectively
· Providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all children is valued
· Using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping
· Planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in advance of their language and communication skills
· Monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary. This may involve referral to outside agencies such as speech therapy or additional classroom support for some of our children.

6 Intimate Care *Also refer to ‘Intimate care policy’
6.1 This is any care that involves washing, touching or carrying out an invasive procedure that most children are able to carry out themselves. However depending on the age and stage of a child’s development, they may need some support; for example, dressing, wiping their bottom after using the toilet and changing underwear and clothes following an accident. 
6.2 Parents inform staff of those children likely to require such care and a discussion takes place regarding how their needs can be met as closely in school as they would be met at home. 
6.3 Parents provide clean clothing and are always informed when a child has needed such care. In the occurrence of a rare occasion the child will be provided with a school spare item of clothing, which will then be washed and returned to school by the parent.
6.4 Every child has the right to privacy, dignity and a professional approach from all staff when meeting their needs and it is important that staff work in partnership with parents to give the right support to an individual child. Privacy is maintained as far as possible and staff are always encouraged to change a child in the presence of another member of staff. Intimate care is given to children who need it in line with our school policy. Parents are always informed when this care is given.
6.5 Parents asked to sign ‘Intimate Care Consent form’ when they enroll at St. Andrews, this can be found in the ‘Contact and Consent Pack’. If parents do not wish to agree to such care being carried out, they will be asked to come into school and administer the care themselves.
7 The Early Years Curriculum

7.1 The curriculum for the Early Years is grouped into six interrelated areas of learning. Our EYFS curriculum reflects the experiences and activities to develop the knowledge, skills and understanding necessary to achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Reception year, the educational programs specified in the Revised EYFS Curriculum (2012) covering the matters, skills and processes taught and finally the statutory assessment arrangements to record their achievements in the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP).

7.2 The EYFS is broken down into 7 areas of learning. These are split into prime areas and specific areas. The three prime areas are as follows:
· Personal, Social and emotional development

· Communication and Language
· Physical development

These prime areas are supplemented by four additional specific areas of learning, which strengthen the development within the prime areas. These are as follows: 

· Literacy
· Maths

· Understanding of the world

· Expressive arts and design

The experiences that our children meet enable them to develop a number of competencies, skills and concepts across several areas of learning. None of the areas of learning can be delivered in isolation from the others, they are equally important and depend upon each other to support a rounded approach to the development of each child.
7.2 Practitioners initially address the requirements in a flexible way but, as part of the smooth transition to Key Stage 1, they put the more structured literacy and mathematics sessions into operation by the end of the Early Years.

7.3 Every half term, teachers will plan activities with a chosen topic, these are often led by the children’s current interests. This identifies the intended learning with outcomes for children working towards the Early Learning Goals.  The weekly short-term planning in Reception and nursery consists of a phonics session, a numeracy focus and an early writing task. Children work through the Letters and Sounds Phonic Strategy throughout the year. Teachers will plan for enhancements in the continuous provision, providing children with challenges and tasks they can access independently. Practitioners within the EYFS will share ideas on children’s interests and development to ensure planning is planned to suit their needs and enhance their experiences.
7.4 Characteristics of effective learning (CoEL)
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage has always highlighted the importance of how as well as what children learn. Staff reflect on the different ways they learn, and then reflect these in their practice. A child’s individual learning characteristic will determine the way they respond to both the teaching and learning taking place in the environment. 
 The different characteristics of effective learning are;
· Playing and exploring
· finding out and exploring
· playing with what they know
· being willing to have a go
· Active learning
· being involved and concentrating
· keeping on trying
· enjoying achieving what they set out to do
· Creating and thinking critically
· having their own ideas
· making links
· choosing ways to do things and finding new ways
Parents will receive a report at the end of the EYFS, informing them of how their child learns in correlation with the CoEL.
8 Assessment

8.1 Practitioners make regular assessments of children’s learning, and use this information to ensure that future planning reflects identified needs. Assessment in the Early Years is ongoing and is an integral part of the learning and development process. The staff make systematic observations and assessments of each child’s achievements and interests. The observations and assessments are used to identify learning priorities and plan the next stages in the learning experiences of our children. The observations are then matched to the Early Learning Goals and are recorded as part of the EYFSP. Evidence may take the form of photographs, examples of work or observations made by practitioners. Evidence will be stored in their individual Learning Journeys for reviewing and sharing with parents and carers. These books are available for parents and carers who can view these, if they wish at any time.
8.2 Children are assessed against all areas of the EYFS within the first 4 weeks of being in their class, we call this the baseline assessment. Then again at the end of each term - autumn (December), spring (March) and summer (June). 
9 The role of parents

9.1 At St Andrew’s we believe that all parents have an important role to play in the education of their child. Parents are made to feel welcome and valued in their dealings with all members of staff. We recognize the role that parents have played, and their future role, in educating the children. We do this through:
· Nursery parent and child play sessions
· Talking to parents about their child before their child starts in our school
· Key worker visits to children in their Nursery setting prior to their starting school
· Inviting all parents to an induction meeting during the term before their child starts school, in both classes
· Nursery home visits, where practitioners ask if they can come and see the children in their home environment the week before the start school
· There are formal meetings for parents in the autumn and spring terms at which the key worker and the parents discuss the child’s progress. Parents receive a report on their child’s attainment and progress in July
· “Mix-up” days – this is a chance for the parents to come into the setting, share experiences based upon a theme with their child and play within both classrooms. We hold these termly.

· Curriculum meetings are held throughout the year. This is where the class teachers will invite the parents into the hall to and hold a powerpoint/interactive workshop to inform the parents/carers how they can help support their children at home.

· ‘Wow star moments’ for the parents/carers to complete. These provide the child’s families an opportunity to contribute to their child’s Learning Journey and share achievements they may say/do at home.
· Having flexible admission arrangements that enable children and parents to become secure and by allowing time to discuss each child’s circumstances 

· Offering a range of activities that support the involvement of parents, such as parent/family learning workshops. These are aimed at helping parents/ carers to support their child’s learning. These will be based on a particular area of learning.
· Regular newsletters are sent so that parent/carers are informed of class work. 
· Parents can access the class blog which is updated sharing different activities and photographs
10 Resources

10.1 The Early Years team plan an environment that encourages a positive attitude to learning. We use materials and equipment that reflect both the community that the children come from and the wider world. We encourage the children to make their own selection of the activities on offer, as we believe that this encourages independent, confident learners with the skills and attitudes needed to equip them for a lifetime of learning. 
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