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Why is Geography important?

“Primary geography is a curriculum jewel. Geography is challenging, motivating, topical and fun. In our diverse society children need, more than ever before, to understand other people and cultures. The Geographical Association believes that geographical knowledge, concepts and skills are essential components of a broad and balanced curriculum. Geography makes a major contribution to children's physical, intellectual, social and emotional development. In short, geography matters! 
(The Geographical Association, 2009)

Introduction

This policy reflects St. Andrew’s Methodist Primary Schools, values and philosophy to the teaching and learning of Geography. Our school’s Christian vision, recognises that, regardless of background and academic ability, children are encouraged to ‘Strive for excellence – together as one with God’. 
We aim for our children to develop an understanding of our world, through a variety of experiences, investigations and learning from secondary sources. Geography helps children to gain a greater understanding of the ways of life and cultures of people in other places. Our children are encouraged to gain a sense of belonging in the world and to understand, respect and embrace difference within others, enabling all to live well together. We encourage children to take responsibility for their role in society and the communities of which they are part of and for the children to develop an understanding of disadvantage, deprivation and the exploitation of the natural world. In doing so they are encouraged to develop an understanding and caring attitude towards others, animals and plants and if necessary advocate for changes in their local, national and global communities, in order to protect the world in which they live. 
Geography is concerned with the study of places, the human and physical processes, which shape them and the people who live in them. Children study their local area and contrasting places in the United Kingdom and other parts of the world. The study of the local area forms an important part of the geography taught at our school and activities are planned to build upon the children's knowledge and understanding of the local area. 

Aims and objectives

Geography teaches an understanding of places and environments. Through their work in geography, children learn about their local area and compare their life in this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. They learn how to draw and interpret maps and they develop the skills of research, investigation, analysis and problem-solving. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation of life in other cultures. Geography teaching also motivates children to find out about the physical world and enables them to recognise the importance of sustainable development for the future of mankind.

The aims of the staff at St Andrew’s in teaching Geography are to facilitate children in the following…
Through our teaching of geography we aim to- 

· Develop children's geographical understanding and competence in specific geographical skills; 

· Help children acquire and develop the skills and confidence to undertake, investigation, problem solving and decision making; 

· Stimulate the children's interest in and curiosity about their surroundings;

· Create and foster a sense of wonder about the world; 

· Inspire a sense of responsibility for the environments and people of the world we live in; 

· Increase the children's knowledge and awareness of our changing world, so that they will want to look after the Earth and its resources, thinking about how it can be improved and sustained and to encourage the children to be courageous when advocating change for matters that they feel strongly about e.g. protecting our oceans;
· Begin to develop respect for, and an interest in, people throughout the world regardless of culture, race and religion; 

· Develop a sense of identity by learning about the United Kingdom and its relationship with other countries. 

We also hope to- 

· Improve pupils skills across the curriculum, especially in Literacy, Numeracy and ICT;
· Develop thinking skills ;
· Develop pupils as active citizens; 

· Promote awareness and understanding of spiritual and moral issues. 

Teaching Methods and Presentation

We adopt a variety of teaching methods in geography at St Andrew’s, providing children with informative, and where possible, first hand experiences including:
· Teacher presented information, including question and answer work and the use of the interactive whiteboard to access secondary sources.
· Investigative work, both individually and in small groups, using secondary sources.
· Practical, ‘hands-on’ learning, e.g. images/props/objects.
· Audio visual – photographs/video clips/DVD’s, ICT programs, such as: Espresso and educational websites.

· The use of varied ICT equipment to ensure that the learning in geography is as creative and interactive as possible and independent research can take place, including- use of the laptops, I-pads, talking pegs, easi-speak microphones.

· Relevant reference books available in each classroom and used throughout lessons, to extend knowledge and understanding of the geography topics, appropriate to year groups.
· Field trips, drama companies or an invited guest speaker. 

The choice of methods will be determined by lesson objectives and resources.

Children will be expected to show their understanding of the lesson in a variety of ways:

1. Writing frames.
2. Independent writing in the form of a range of non-fiction and fiction genres.

3. Drawings and posters.
4. Charitable fund-raisers (where appropriate).
5. Verbal presentation and drama-based activities.

6. Applying geographical skills to tasks, e.g. map drawing, map studies, labeling, diagrams.

7. ICT, e.g. powerpoint presentations, web research, databases and word processing. 
8. Field work.
SEND
All children have an entitlement to learn and be taught geography. We recognise the fact that there are children of widely different geographical abilities in all classes and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. Work will be differentiated appropriately and, where necessary the child may have the support of a TA or classroom helper. Everything should be done to avoid highlighting the disabilities of a particular child. Support may be especially necessary, during field study activities. 

We achieve this by:
· Setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses.
· Setting tasks of increasing difficulty- differentiated work.
· Grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks to each ability group.
· Provide lessons that cater and encompass for all learning styles.
· Providing resources of different complexity according to the ability of the child.
· Using classroom assistants to support the work of individual children or groups of children.
Links with other curriculum areas

We recognise that other subject areas can use geographical skills and that geography can help meet objectives in other curriculum areas. In particular:

Numeracy

Geography in our school contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways. We teach the children how to represent objects with maps. The children study directions, space, scale and distance and they learn how to use four- and six-figure grid references. They also use graphs to explore, analyse and illustrate a variety of data.
Literacy

Geography makes a significant contribution to the teaching of Literacy in our school, because it actively promotes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in literacy lessons are geographical in nature and we encourage the children to broaden their reading, through geographical fiction and non-fiction books. The use of geographical language is reinforced to promote vocabulary development and at Key Stage 2, children have debates on environmental issues, because we believe that these develop speaking and listening skills further. Children’s speaking and listening skills will also be developed in question and answer sessions and the different levels of questioning in the EYFS and KS1 classes, will support the promotion of increased speaking and listening development, e.g. What is it? Where is it? How did it get like this? We also use environmental issues as a way of developing the children’s writing ability by asking them to produce- reports, letters of complaint, informative letters, diaries and journals, which have a geographical focus. 

ICT

Geography lessons will be supported, where appropriate, using the different forms of ICT:

· Using computers as word processors when presenting work, this can include selecting and reviewing, before producing a final copy. 

· Maps and routes can be illustrated, using paint and draw programs. 

· To use internet sites such as Google Earth and relevant programmes, such as- Espresso, to research and complete activities and to find out information using QR codes, where appropriate.
· To use facilitates, like 2Simple City, for the children to explore different places to visit.

Art and Music
The children can create and produce pieces of art and music that reflect the traditional art and music from countries and cultures around the world, e.g. Mediterranean art through ‘corking’ or Aboriginal Art and 3D models of manmade/ natural landmarks, popular cities around the globe e.g. The Eiffel Tower, Mount Rushmore, Volcanoes and Mountains. 
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

We offer children in our school many opportunities to examine the fundamental questions in life, through the medium of geography. For example, through teaching about contrasting localities, we enable the children to learn about inequality and injustice in the world. We help children to develop their knowledge and understanding of different cultures, so that they learn to avoid stereotyping other people and acquire a positive attitude towards others. Geography contributes to the children’s appreciation of what is right and wrong by raising many moral questions, during the programme of study.

· Learning skills to keep them and others safe, e.g. traffic survey, water study. 

· Becoming aware of the needs and rights of others particularly in other parts of the world. 

· Developing an awareness of their community and their role in looking after it, as well as who is responsible for various jobs within it. 

· Recognising their responsibility for playing a part in sustaining the environment and finding out ways to achieve this. 
· Working with others, listening to each other's ideas, and treating them with respect. 

· Having the opportunities to consider their own attitudes and values, and those of other people around the world- the awareness of different beliefs and cultures. 

· Development of personal views through debatable issues. 
Through the school council, children continue to discuss and suggest new whole-school approaches to ideas, which sometimes incorporate a geographical focus, e.g. recycling. 
Equal Opportunities

Through our geography teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning geography. All children have equal access to all the school’s resources. The geography scheme of work at St. Andrew’s includes studying a variety of different places and as such, it is possible to view other cultures in children’s own country and worldwide. When this is done it will be through positive images and a balance of examples, such as: 

· Africa (Year 1), Antarctica (Year 2), Brazil (Year 4) and America/Mediterranean (Year 5).
Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a field trip, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.

Teaching geography to children with English as an Additional Language
In geography lessons, we support children with English as an additional language in a variety of ways: e.g. repeating instructions, speaking clearly, emphasising key words, using picture cues and photographs.

Resources

The range of geography resources includes: 

· Information and study packs produced by the Geographical Association 

· Non-fiction books in the Key Stage 1 and 2 library and the use of Salford schools’ library service book loan. 

· Photocopiable books in study packs and on general themes, such as- maps and the key topics. 

· Subscription to certain web sites and access to internet for individual and whole class use, e.g. Espresso.
· Large national and international maps to support lessons. 

· Video clips/DVD’s on topic areas – seaside locality, village, town and city, water, rivers. 

· The Barnaby Bear collection of books.

· I-Pads to be used in class to enhance geographical learning/enquiry.

· Globes.
· Atlases.
· Pictures, photographs and aerial photographs.
· Measuring equipment.
· Cameras.
Role of subject leader
1. To scrutinize examples of work and review colleagues’ planning- use this to inform the geography action plan. 
2. To find useful resources and share with staff. 
3.  Monitor and develop existing resources and distribute to appropriate year groups. Note- where there are resource needs, order new equipment.
4. To be available to help staff with lessons and resources and to demonstrate quality geography teaching. 
5. To provide annual reviews for the governing body and to contribute to the school development plan. 
6. Take lead in policy development 

7. To liaise with outside agencies and attend subject specific courses. 

8. To plan and organise the allocation and purchase of resources in accordance with available budget. 

Assessments, Planning and Scheme of Work

Geography is planned and taught following suggested themes from the Learning Challenge (Focus Education), which follows the programmes of study in the National Curriculum (2014). Each unit from the learning challenges contains probing questions for use by teachers to guide lesson content, each week. This scheme has been adopted by the school to underpin and deliver the new National Curriculum for geography. There are specific geographical skills, which need to be incorporated by teachers in lesson objectives- all staff have a copy of their year group’s relevant topics/objectives.  We assess the children’s work in geography by making informal judgments, as we observe the children during lessons. Once the children complete a piece of work, we mark and comment as necessary. In addition, the key geographical skills, outlined in the learning objectives are marked as ‘achieved’ or ‘working towards’. Children are encouraged to take part in a range of self-assessment and evaluation activities, such as: peer marking, thumb signals and the use of talk partners.
Teachers produce a weekly foundation subjects plan, as appropriate, based on the learning challenge (Focus Education) geography units, which are structured for the school year. These lessons and objectives are embedded into our short term weekly plans.
Within the children’s topic books will be a list of geography objectives, specific to each class, to be covered throughout the year. 

Aft the end of the school year or after each topic, each teacher will complete the excel assessment tracker for geography, marking the children as Achieved (A) or Working Towards (WT).
This information can be used for tracking progress and attainment through year groups. 
The key knowledge, skill and understanding break-down for both Key Stage 1 and 2 are based on-

· Geographical enquiry;
· Geographical knowledge; 
· Human geography

· Physical geography; 
Fieldwork
Fieldwork is integral to quality teaching. We include as many opportunities as we can to involve children in practical geographical research and enquiry. This includes the use of educational trips and visits. Bought in professionals for PE, such as Premier Sports also offer opportunities throughout the year for Key Stage 2 classes to explore Orienteering.
Health and Safety 
Before any field study, a risk assessment will be carried out and submitted in accordance with the schools and Education Authorities guidelines.



STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE-


�


WITH GOD





























2

