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Literacy


Writing- In our literacy lessons, the children will be completing written tasks surrounding our topic of- ‘Africa’. We will be studying the African-themed stories: Giraffes Can’t Dance, Meerkat Mail and Handa’s Surprise, as a foundation for our creative pieces. We will be concentrating on building short sentences with the accurate use of capital letters, full stops, finger-spaces, sounding out for words and ensuring sentences read with cohesion/sense. Now that we have reached the Spring Term, the children must now extend their written work  further through the use of question marks, exclamation marks and WOW language (for example- adjectives placed before nouns). 


Reading- Please can I ask that daily reading at home is maintained, as part of ongoing homework- this is vital for your child’s progression throughout Year 1. The children are encouraged to place any finished reading books into the classroom’s- ‘Swap Box’, so that they can be changed for taking home, each evening. Books will be only be swapped in school, once they’ve been read and listened to by an adult; therefore it is important that reading records are signed. Please ensure reading book bags are sent into school every day. Practise of reading the key words list attached to your child’s reading record should be completed alongside home/school reading time, so a new list can be given, once they’ve achieved three ticks. Reading at home each evening is crucial to your child’s reading development.


Phonics- The children will continue to complete daily phonic sessions, surrounding either- Phase 2 or 3 with extension then onto Phase 4/5, as the year progresses. 














Numeracy


In our numeracy lessons, the children will be covering work surrounding:


Counting forwards and backwards in 1’s to 100.


Counting in 10’s to 100.


Finding ten more than/ten less than any given number.


Understanding the place value of two-digit numbers (tens and units). 


Recognise and name 2D shapes: triangle, square and oblong. 


Recap the signs: + and =, then introduce – through subtraction of 1-digit and 2-digit numbers to 20.
































Term Dates


9th January-


17th 


February





Special dates for your diary this half-term…





Road Safety Assembly- Thursday 12th January- Author, Jude Lennon, will be delivering her assembly on the importance of road safety, so the children are aware of their personal safety as pedestrians.  


 


Y1 Class Assembly- Friday 27th January- Y1 will be leading the worship in the hall at 9:05am- all parents/carers are more than welcome to attend! The theme for our worship will be: African Animals.  














 























What else are Y1 learning about this term?





History- This term we will be studying the question: ‘Where would you prefer to live- Africa or England?’ We will be looking closely at Kenya and what animals live there.


RE/PSHE- The children will be thinking about the concept of- ‘Belonging’. 


Music- The children will participate in a weekly session of hymn practice to develop their singing skills. Additionally, the children will be concentrating on their performance skills, during our rehearsals for our class assembly. Further, we will listen to African music and recreate our own.


Art/D&T- The children will look at the colours associated with African art and recreate their own work in this style. 


PE- This half-term, the children will be working closely to participate in team-games, in order to develop their team-work skills and support their understanding of how to play games appropriately, for example- sharing/turn-taking/sensibly accepting rules of the game.


Computing- In computing, the children will be learning to find images using the web. 


Science- The children will be answering the question: ‘Why are humans not like tigers?’ The children will be taught to identify and name a variety of common animals; understanding how animals and humans are different.











