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ST ANDREW’S METHODIST PRIMARY SCHOOL
ENGLISH POLICY

Philosophy

At St Andrew’s we recognise that English extends to all aspects of a pupil’s life. The study of English develops children’s abilities to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes, including the communication of ideas, views and feelings. Children become empowered to interpret the world around them and make sense of their experience; in this sense literacy is a tool for both our thinking and our learning.

Children are enabled to express themselves creatively and imaginatively as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and play-scripts/drama, as well as of non-fiction and a range of multi-media texts. Children gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins; ensuring that they are at the heart of the learning experience.
1. The aims of teaching English are:

· To enable children to speak with clarity, confidence and expression and to take account of their audience, purpose and differing situations.
· To encourage children to listen with concentration to others, to respond and build on their ideas and views and to identify features of language used for specific purposes.
· To show children how to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and demands.
· To teach children effective communication, both verbal and non- verbal, through a variety of drama activities.
· To use phonological awareness to decode and encode words.
· To help children to be able to read with fluency, accuracy, understanding and enjoyment.
· To help them become confident, independent readers, through an appropriate focus on word-sentence and text-level knowledge.
· To develop enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with challenging and substantial texts.
· To help the children to develop an understanding that writing is both essential to thinking and learning and that it is enjoyable in its own right.
· To enable children to learn to communicate meaning in narrative and non- narrative texts, spelling and punctuating accurately and for a range of purposes.
· To enable the children to improve their planning, drafting and editing of their work.
· To ensure children have the opportunity to creatively access the objectives outlined in the new English Curriculum throughout their literacy learning in our school, in order to help them achieve to their full potential. By the end of each key stage, pupils are encouraged to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the new programme of study.
At St Andrew’s Primary School, we strive for children to be a ‘Primary Literate Pupils.’
By the end of Y6 we aim for a child, the learner, to be able to:

· Read easily, fluently and with good understanding. 
·  Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information- having an interest in books and reading for enjoyment. 
· Acquire a wide vocabulary, show an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. 
·  Appreciate a rich and varied literary heritage. 
· Write confidently, clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences, orchestrating a range of independent strategies to self-monitor and correct.
·  Use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas. 
·  Be competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.
· Have an interest in words, their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms.

· Understand a range of text types and genres – be able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation.

· Be developing the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness.  

· Have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses.

· Be confident and accurate spellers, applying taught phonic strategies.

· Be able to proof read their own writing and confidently demonstrate self-correction and editing skills to further improve their written pieces.

2. TEACHING AND LEARNING STYLES
2.1 At our school, we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our English lessons to ensure that all children are included and their values, as recommended by the new English National Curriculum. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding. We do this through daily lessons, in which children experience a range of activities suited to their unique personal learning style; including whole class reading or writing, a whole class focussed word or sentence activity, a guided or independent activity and a whole class session to review progress and learning. Whilst there is a high proportion of whole class and group teaching, the independent activities give children an opportunity to talk and collaborate and so embed and enhance their learning. They have the opportunity to experience a wide range of texts and to support their work with a variety of resources, such as: dictionaries, thesauruses, phonic cards, alphabet strips, word mats, sound mats, puppets and a range of interactive tools using ICT. ICT is also used in English lessons where it enhances children’s learning, as in drafting their work; to record, review and analyse dramatic performances and in multimedia to study how words and images are combined to convey meaning. Wherever possible, we encourage children to use and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum to ensure children can make clear links to their lives and the world around them.

2.2 In all classes children have a wide range of abilities and learning styles and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability and learning style of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies. In some lessons we do it through differentiated group work, while in others we ask children to work from the same starting point before moving on to develop their own ideas. We use appropriate classroom resources and classroom assistants to support some children and to enable work to be matched closely to the needs of individuals.
3. THE CURRICULUM 
3.1 English is a core subject within the National Curriculum. We use this, the Primary Framework and Letters and Sounds, as a basis for implementing the statutory requirements of the programme of study for English.
3.2 The Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception) children should be given opportunities to:

· speak and listen and represent ideas in their activities;

· use communication, language and literacy in every part of the curriculum;

· become immersed in an environment rich in print and possibilities for communication.

3.3 At Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2), children should learn to speak confidently and listen to what others have to say. They should begin to read and write independently and with enthusiasm. They should use language to explore their own experiences and imaginary worlds.

3.4 At Key Stage Two (Years 3-6), children should learn to become fluent, articulate speakers and good listeners and write to suit different situations, purposes and audiences. They should read a range of texts and respond to different layers of meaning in them. They should explore the use of language in literary and non-literary texts and learn how the structure of language works.

4. SUBJECT ORGANISATION

4.1 Within the Early Years, the revised EYFS Development Matters document is followed to ensure continuity and progression from the Foundation Stage through to the National Curriculum. Pupil provision is related to attainment, not age.

Literacy, Language and Communication in the foundation stage has a very high profile and is taught through a wide variety of high-quality and well-planned activities. Literacy is embedded within other areas of the foundation stage profile, including providing writing opportunities in the continuous provision areas.
The children learn through both focussed and independent activities. 
From Years 1-6, the English curriculum is planned from the new National Curriculum.  Literacy work covers the elements of the new programmes of study relevant to their year group:
1. Spoken language
2. Reading (wording reading and comprehension)

3. Writing (transcription and composition)

4. Spelling, vocabulary, punctuation and grammar
4.2 Teachers use the National Curriculum content and weekly planning sheets to breakdown the teaching and learning of the objectives further and in more detail. Short-term planning focuses on specific learning objectives, teaching and learning activities, texts used, group differentiation and guided group work. Additionally, daily grammar and punctuation tasks are outlined on the short-term plans.
Teachers also review their weekly planning for assessment purposes and to highlight future development and targets for the whole class, groups and individuals.

The teachers also use the literacy objectives and plan for learning using a creative approach through a variety of exciting and stimulating topics. We aim to provide cross-curricular links between literacy and other elements of the curriculum. 
4.3 Teachers plan short-term for their phonics (Key Stage 1 staff) or spelling groups (Key Stage 2 staff). Key Stage 1 use the Letters and Sounds framework to plan and deliver effective phonics teaching. Key Stage 2 use the National Literacy Strategy Spelling Bank to deliver spelling conventions, patterns and rules.
5. APPROACHES TO SPEAKING AND LISTENING

5.1 Teachers plan for speaking and listening activities, not just in literacy, but in other curriculum subjects. Some approaches to speaking and listening include: talking partners, peer assessment/feedback, play scripts/drama, role-play, hot seating, poetry recitals, talking about a chosen topic and group discussions.
5.2 Within each year group, teachers plan for and aim to develop the statutory Speaking and Listening requirements highlighted in the new Curriculum at a level appropriate to the age of their pupils.
6. APPROACHES TO READING
6.1 Shared reading- 

The teachers plan for shared reading to take place regularly throughout the week. The teacher models good reading skills, including: the purpose of punctuation in texts, the vocabulary choices, paragraph/sentence structures and authors intentions. Teachers use this as an opportunity to ‘delve’ into and explore texts further.

 In shared reading, the teacher steers and guides the questioning to meet the lesson objectives and needs of the children being taught.

6.2 Guided reading- Guided reading focuses on smaller groups of children working within the same attainment level. The level of the text used is generally slightly higher than their reading level, offering a more challenging reading experience, carefully guided by the teacher or TA to develop their reading skills. The teacher plans questions and activities to help the children’s comprehension, inference and deduction skills.

6.3 Independent reading- Children are given regular opportunities to read a variety of texts independently throughout the school day and are encouraged to read widely at home. Children are encouraged to use our school library to widen their book choices.
6.4 Phonics – At St Andrew’s, we adopt a careful, highly structured approach to the teaching of phonics. All children in the FS and KS1 follow the Letters and Sounds guidance and are taught frequently in streamed groups appropriate to the phase they are currently working on. In KS2, the children are also taught in differentiated groups, dependent upon spelling ability and attainment. The content of the group work varies. Some groups revise the phases of the letters and sounds document, other groups focus on specific phonemes and graphemes, whilst other groups learn different spelling strategies and rules. Emphasis is also placed on learning to spell high frequency words.

6.5 Wider reading – All classes have opportunities to read books at home from the school or class library. 
6.6 Home Reading – Parents and carers are actively encouraged to be involved in their child’s reading development. All children from R-Y6 follow a reading scheme until appropriate, which they read both at home and at school. Parents/carers are encouraged to comment on their child’s reading in personal log books- each evening.

7. APPROACHES TO WRITING

7.1 Phonics and spelling- The children are taught to apply their phonic skills when attempting to spell unfamiliar words. The children are given access to sound mats and high frequency words through word cards, log books, display boards, which they can apply to their spelling.

7.2 Emergent writing- The EYFS provides an abundance of writing activities in all areas of provision. This, along with letters and sounds teaching, allows excellent emergent writing to develop.

7.3 Modelled writing- The teacher orally composes a planned piece of writing, demonstrating key features of a good writer. The teacher demonstrates how to improve and develop a piece of writing.

7.4 Shared Writing – The teacher composes a piece of writing using ideas from the children to improve and develop it.

7.5 Guided Writing/Independent Writing- Weekly planning indicates the different writing experiences and tasks for groups and individuals. The teacher plans for high quality writing experiences depending on the needs and abilities of the learner.

7.6 Extended writing- Teacher’s plan for regular extended writing activities to take place focussing on different genres and in different curriculum areas.

7.7 Handwriting

Children are taught to write using a cursive script from Nursery upwards. Neat, careful presentation is expected, encouraged and rewarded. (See handwriting policy)
8. CROSS-CURRICULAR LITERACY OPPORTUNITIES 

8.1 Teachers will seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links. They will plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through literacy lessons to other areas of the curriculum.

9. THE USE OF ICT

9.1 Opportunities to use ICT to support teaching and learning in Literacy will be planned for and used as appropriate.

1O. ASSESSMENT AND TARGET SETTING

10.1 Teachers assess children’s work in English in three phases. The short term assessment that teachers make as part of every lesson to help them to adjust their daily plans. They match these short term assessments closely to the teaching objectives. Written or verbal feedback is given to help guide the children’s progress and children are expected to respond to such feedback during their ‘Fix-It’ times (see assessment policy for further details). Older children are also encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work, through peer and self-assessment.

10.2 Teachers use medium term assessments to measure progress against the key objectives and help them to plan for next-steps. Children’s work is assessed according to the levels of attainment found within the new Curriculum assessment guidelines.

10.3 Teachers make formal judgements towards the end of the school year and they use these to assess progress against school and national targets. With the help of these long- term assessments, they are able to set targets for the next school year and to summarise the progress of each child. We use commercially produced standardised tests, e.g. Rising Stars, Prima and NFER, to support and inform teacher assessment. 
10.4 These long term assessments are based on termly, and then end- of– year tests, as well as continuous teacher assessments. Early Years children are currently assessed on the Early Years Foundation Stage profile. Children in year one now take a national phonics screening test at the end of the year. Children in Year 2 and Year 6 undertake the national statutory assessments, which determine attainment and progress at the end of each key stage. All other class teachers make annual assessments of children’s progress based on the expectations of the new National Curriculum.

11. INCLUSION

11.1 We aim to give every pupil the opportunity to learn to their full potential and to experience success and achieve as high a standard as possible. We will identify which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment. Gifted children will be identified and suitable learning challenges provided through the mastery and mastery with greater depth challenges.
11.2 In order to do this we will:

· Teach the knowledge, skills and understanding in ways that suit pupils’ abilities and challenge them.
· Be flexible in choosing lesson content from a suitable level and age.

· Set high expectations for all children to achieve, including boys, girls, pupils with SEND and EAL. We will also set high expectations for pupils from all social and cultural backgrounds.

· Set appropriate and challenging targets for all children, including targets for SEND, EAL and gifted and talented and for any child with an IEP or EHCP.

· Liaise with a range of organisational and professional approaches and intervention to ensure learning needs are identified and addressed.

· Use materials that are free from discrimination or stereo typing.

11.3 INTERVENTION PROGRAMMES
At St Andrew’s, there are intervention programmes in place for children with specific needs (see SEND and Inclusion Policy for further details).
11.4 EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

All children are provided with equal access to the English curriculum. We aim to provide suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background.


12. ROLE OF THE SUBJECT LEADER:

12.1 The Subject Leader should be primarily responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in Literacy through:
· Monitoring and evaluating Literacy throughout the school 

· Monitoring planning and curriculum coverage

· Taking joint responsibility for book scrutinies to monitor and ensure high standards of teaching and learning

· Contributing to the School Improvement Planning process
·  Monitoring pupil progress and tracking systems
·  Organising provision of Literacy (including Intervention and Support    programmes)

·  Encouraging the importance of a high-quality  learning environment 

· Developing quality-first teaching 

·  Considering and liaising with  other members of staff concerning the deployment and provision of support staff

· Taking the lead in policy development

· Auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD and organising suitable training courses

· Attending relevant training courses to keep abreast of current issues and developments
· Purchasing and organising resources

· Keeping up to date with recent Literacy developments and organising the dissemination of resources through staff training and INSET days
13. CONCLUSION:

13.1 This policy also needs to be read in line with the English National Curriculum 2014 and other school polices and therefore should be read in conjunction with the following:
-Teaching and Learning Policy 
-Handwriting Policy
-Assessment Policy
-Marking Policy

-Special Educational Needs Policy

-IT Policy

-Equal Opportunities Policy
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