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St. Andrew’s Methodist Primary School
Collective Worship Policy
Introduction

St. Andrew’s Methodist Primary School is a voluntary controlled school with strong, well established links with Walkden Methodist Church.

Rationale
At St. Andrew’s we endeavour to promote the spiritual development of our children in all areas of their school life. Collective worship, unlike an assembly involves gathering together to learn about and praise God. It encourages children to express feelings of worth and respect for themselves and others, our local community and our world as gifts from God.

Aims

Through Collective Worship St. Andrew’s School aims to enable children to

· Provide an atmosphere and environment that is conducive to worship

· Worship God

· Reflect on Christian symbols

· Promote an understanding of the Christian year

· Reflect on values that are of o a broadly Christian nature and on their own beliefs

· Develop a community spirit, a common ethos and shared values.

· Consider spiritual and moral issues

· Respond to the worship offered

· Have time for silent reflection and exploration of their inner self

· To celebrate the values, worth and achievements of our school community.
· To celebrate British Values
SEAL 

We are committed to our involvement in the SEAL program and each SEAL theme will be introduced through whole school Collective Worship at the beginning of term and the conclusion celebrated at the end of each term. 

Festivals and Celebrations in Other World Faiths.

At St. Andrew’s the children are taught about the main world faiths in accordance with the Salford Agreed Syllabus. We promote and encourage respect and understanding of the festival and traditions of the different faith communities in our country. The main world faith festivals are celebrated in Collective Worship and through a range of practical activities in the Foundation Stage.

Links With Walkden Methodist Church

Links with Walkden Methodist Church are an important and valued part of school life. The Minister and/orYouth Co-ordinator and Subject Leader meet regularly to promote ideas, initiatives and opportunities to promote Church School links. The growth, spread and traditions of the Methodist Church will be celebrated and we are fortunate in having church members who lead worship at appropriate times. Our Youth Co-ordinator leads an after school club and a Worship Council with the children. Both of which contribute and share ideas for Collective Worship.
Legal Requirements

· The responsibility for organising Collective Worship lies with the Headteacher.

· Parents have the right to withdraw their children from Collective Worship and arrangements should be made with the Headteacher.

· All pupils will normally take part in a daily act of worship.

· Worship can be organised for the whole school or separate groups of pupils at any time during the school day. The groups may be Key Stage groups or any class groups in which children are taught. 

· Worship at St. Andrew’s will be of a “broadly Christian character” reflecting the traditions of Christian belief and having regard for the age, attitude and family background of pupils.

Organisation

Collective Worship usually takes place in the school hall, but Key Stage Worship is occasionally held in classrooms. Children visit Walkden Methodist Church for worship once each term.

Monday     9:05 a.m. Deputy Headteacher – Occasionally a visitor or other member of   
staff may lead instead

Tuesday      9:05 a.m. A musical act of Collective worship- Songs of Praise – led by 2 

members of staff

Wednesday   9:05 a.m. Key Stage 2 

                      10:15a.m. Key Stage 1
Teachers are responsible for leading collective worship within their key stage on a rota basis.

Thursday   9:05 a.m. The Methodist minister or church youth co-ordinator from 

Walkden Methodist Church lead the collective worship to each Key Stage on alternate weeks. Alternative arrangements include class/group worship or Circle Time.

Friday     9:05 a.m. Twice a year, each class presents a Family Worship Assembly on a                    Friday morning. Family members are invited to attend. On other Fridays collective worship is led by the Headteacher visitors eg; lay preachers (who are also school governors). Once a half term a special Achievement Assembly is held. 
Content, Planning and Evaluation

We have developed a range of themes and topics through which collective worship takes place. Weekly themes for each half term are developed from the three year Collective worship Plan and presented in a variety of ways.

Each act of collective worship may include any of the following elements: 

• Celebration of the major festivals of Christianity and of other faiths; 

• Presentation of Bible stories; 

• Topical matters from the news or the locality;

• Using literature with implicit or explicit religious teaching; 

• Appreciation of the natural world and human activity; 

• Appreciation of the talents, achievements and work of ourselves and others; 

• Visitors who represent organisations who have a brief acceptable to the school; 

• Prayer in different forms - formal, children’s own, silence and meditation. These might include praise, seeking forgiveness, asking on behalf of self and others and quiet reflection;
• Use of music (this will include CDs as an introduction and conclusion, singing, drama etc; 

• Use of appropriate artefacts and focal points (candle, cross, flowers etc.) 

• Participation by the children; 
The rotas and themes are discussed and then distributed to staff at the beginning of each half term.

Collective Worship is evaluated annually as part of the Youth Co-ordinators question and answer sessions with children and is reported on annually to governors.

“This policy has been scrutinized to ensure it meets the requirements of the single equality duties. The school will make every reasonable adjustment to comply with the duties and actively avoid discrimination.”
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It will next be reviewed in February 2019
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