Promoting British Values at St. Andrew’s Methodist Primary School

(A Curriculum Overview)
At St. Andrew’s Methodist Primary School we are committed to promote fundamental British values as part of the wider school curriculum.
Children that come to St. Andrew’s Methodist Primary School will learn about British values of;
Democracy 
The rule of law
Individual liberty 
Mutual respect 
Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.
The government set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy and these values have been reiterated by the Prime Minister this year. We reinforce these values regularly and in the following ways:

Democracy – How do we promote this?
Through our PSHE curriculum, children learn about the advantages and disadvantages of democracy and how it works in Britain. This is compared with other forms of government in other countries and throughout key periods of history.
All children within school have a voice and are listened to. We actively;
· Promote democratic processes by holding school council elections whose members are voted for by the children

· Organise visits by local council and Parliament representatives.
· Hold class debates to promote fundamental British values and provide children with the opportunity to learn how to argue and defend points of view.
· Help pupils to express their views.
· Take children’s views into account when new initiatives and clubs are being considered.
Rule of law – How do we promote this?
· Ensure school rules and expectations are clear and fair through our ‘Going for Green and Sunshine’ behaviour management systems. These systems encourage children to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative and to understand how they can contribute positively to life at St. Andrew’s Methodist Primary School.
· Help children to distinguish right from wrong.
· Help children to respect the law and the basis on which it is made.
· Help children to understand that living under the rule of law protects individuals.
· Include visits from outside agencies in the curriculum to teach children about road safety and public services such as the Police/Fire service.
· Teach children aspects of both civil and criminal law and discuss how this might differ from some religious laws. 

Individual liberty – How do we promote this
· Support children to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence.

· Encourage children to take responsibility for their behaviour, as well as knowing their rights.

· Our PSHE programme allows our children to have freedom of speech, challenge stereotypes and has built a strong anti-bullying culture.

 Respect and tolerance – How do we promote this?
· Promote respect for individual differences by discussing differences between people, such as differences of faith, ethnicity, disability and gender.
· Help children to acquire an understanding of, and respect for, their own and other cultures and ways of life.
· Challenge prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour.

· Organise visits to places of worship.

The following document identifies, in greater detail, how the key issues are addressed in individual classrooms throughout the Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 curriculums.
Children in the Foundation stage have many opportunities to be immersed in activities promoting British values through their curriculum, continuous play and carpet activities. 

Year 1

	Literacy
	Handa`s surprise
	Spring 1


	Different cultures

	
	Meerkat Mail

Africa
	Spring 1
	Different people and cultures

	Geography
	Dora the Explorer
	Spring 2
	Different cultures

	
	Mawuli Talk
	Spring 1
	Different cultures

	
	UK
	Spring 1
	Learning about our country

	RE
	Christianity
	Ongoing
	Our faith/ Traditions

	PSHE
	Rules of our own behaviour
  Water aid (other countries) 

Circle time-Anti bullying/ kindness to others.
	Autumn 1
	How our behaviour affects others and how important they are.

	PE
	Team building
	Ongoing
	Importance of working together.

	History
	London
Queen’s birthday
	Summer
	British culture

	Citizenship
	Superheroes
Significant personality and famous people
	Summer
	Recognise the importance of certain people who made a difference
Nelson Mandela


Year 2

	Classroom
	Class rules Sunshine stars- behaviour system
	Autumn
	Laws and their effect

	PSHCE/ History
	British summer time
	Spring
	Our History

	Computing
	e-safety/ e-safety week
	Spring
	Keeping safe

	PE
	Team games
	Ongoing
	Understanding fair play

	RE-PHSCE/ Science
	Recycling, taking care of the planet
	Summer 
	To understand our own personal responsibilities

	Literacy
	Reading corner resources,           books from               other cultures                    
	Ongoing
	Promote equality and diversity

	History
	The great fire of London
	Autumn
	British cultural history

	Geography
	Where is London/ UK
	Autumn
	Our history/ Location


Year 3

	PHSE
	Classroom rules
Beliefs, values/ festivals

Way we live our lives
	Autumn/ Spring
	Respect for others
Democracy

Christianity

	Literacy
	Books from different cultures
	Ongoing
	Cultural diversity

	History/ Geography
	Rivers
	Spring
	UK Rivers
Affect on Tourism/ historical link

Transport for trade.

	Computing
	e-safety
	Ongoing
	Respect other peoples identities/ feelings


Year 4

	PHSE
	Rules and expectations
	Autumn/ Spring
	Democracy, Rule of Law
Laws and their effect

	History
	Romans
Development of society in Roman Britain

Leisure 20th century entertainment
	Autumn
Spring
	Roman empire impact  on Britain
British heritage

Traditions and values

	Geography
	Rainforest- Why should the rainforest be important to us all?
	Spring
	Understanding different cultures- cultural traditions/ changes over the last 100 years

	RE
	Sacred books
Special texts

Sikhism

Hinduism

Christianity
	Ongoing
	Tradition
Respect and tolerance


Year 5

	RE
	Celebrating Jewish festivals
Hanukah and Purim
	March
December
	Respect of Judaism and other faiths

	Computing
	E-Safety
	E safety week  and linked  switched on computing 

	Responsible and respectful behaviour on line.

	PSHE
	Bullying, drugs, smoking, alcohol dangers
Use of the internet
	As issues arise linked to other subject areas.
	Responsibility for behaviour.

	NSPCC
	Child line- Whole school/ class worship Year 5 and 6 assembly.
	Annually – usually at the start of the year
	Laws and rights of children in the UK.

	Reading
	Texts and discussing character feelings actions
	Ongoing
	Talking about deeper issues around different aspects of British values e.g. If a character`s actions are right or wrong.

	History
	Anglo Saxons
	September
	Law, Religion and Language. Influences on Britain

	Geography


	America and the med
	Feb-July
	Learning about different cultures.


Year 6

	PSCHE

	Respect Programme
	Autumn term
	To be committed to personal/ social responsibilities.

	History
	WW1
	Autumn
	To uphold the rule of law
Significant personalities, events and turning points in history.

To respect opinions and beliefs of others

Free speech/ expression

	PE
	Invasion games
	Spring
	Exercise notion of fair play.

	Geography
	Local environment
Towns/ Cities
	Summer
	Identify different people and cultures.

	RE
	Judaism
	Summer term
	Appreciate diversity and different beliefs

	DT/PSCE
	Den building
Team building
	Autumn
	To show responsibility and contribute to a team.


All children take part in weekly singing to sing traditional Christian songs, British songs and songs from different cultural heritages.
E-Safety is taught as an integral part of the Switched on Computing Scheme of Work. Children learn to act safely, sensibly and responsibly on the Internet respecting the information, feelings and profile of others. 

An online link to The Big Classroom allows us to be linked with other schools in contrasting cultural and physical locations. The link allows us to share information and ask questions about the locality and cultural influences affecting them in school and in their daily lives.
Key celebrations across the year are identified and planned for.  These may be by media coverage or additional resources provided through our subscription to Discovery Education. These celebrations are either addressed/celebrated as a school or by individual classes inviting parents to share in class assemblies or focussed activities.

Special Days and Events 
January

Burns Night (Scotland) – 25th  January

Many Scottish people hold a special dinner on Burn’s Night, a celebration of Scottish poet Robert Burns, with toasts and readings of his poetry. Men might wear kilts, there may be bagpipe music and people eat haggis (the traditional Scottish dish of a sheep’s heart, liver and lungs) with neeps (turnips) and tatties (potatoes).

February

Shrove Tuesday - 

Shrove Tuesday, also called ‘Pancake Day’, is the day before Lent where households would traditionally use up their eggs, milk and sugar by making pancakes.  Lent is the traditional Christian period of fasting, which lasts for 40 days.  Some towns in the UK hold ‘pancake races’ where contestants toss pancakes in a frying pan while running for the finish line.

Valentine’s Day - 14th  February

Historically the Feast of St Valentine, nowadays this is a celebration of romance.
London Fashion Week Autumn/Winter 2016 Collections - Friday 19 – Tuesday 23 February  

March

St David’s Day– 1st  March

St David is the patron saint of Wales and March 1st is a celebration of Welsh culture.  People in Wales might wear a daffodil and eat cawl, a soup of seasonal vegetables and lamb or bacon.   

Mothering Sunday - A day to celebrate motherhood and thank mums for everything they do throughout the year.

St Patrick’s Day– 17th March

The fest of St Patrick is a national holiday in Ireland and is now celebrated by Irish communities across the UK and rest of the world.  Many people go out with friends wearing green or a shamrock symbol – the lucky clover and national symbol of Ireland.

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday (held in March or April) 

Easter is a Christian holiday celebrating the resurrection of Jesus.  Celebrations in the UK include receiving palm crosses, giving chocolate eggs, eating hot cross buns, decorating eggs or taking part in Easter egg hunts. 

The Boat Race - March

An annual contest between rowing crews from Oxford and Cambridge Universities, which takes place on the River Thames between Putney and Mort Lake.     

April

The Grand National Race - 

A National Hunt horse race held annually at Aintree Racecourse in Liverpool.  The first race took place in 1839.

Queen Elizabeth II’s  Birthday – 21st  April 

St George’s Day (England) – 23rd April 

According to legend, St George was a Roman soldier who killed a dragon to rescue a princess.  He is now the Patron Saint of England and this is England’s national day.  On this day some people fly the St George’s Cross flag (a red cross on a white background), which is England’s national flag.

William Shakespeare’s Birthday – baptised on 26th April
 He was born a few days before this although actual birth date unknown, it is often reported as being the 23rd Aprii.

May

May Day – 1st May 

The first day of May is known as May Day.  It is when people celebrate the coming of summer with lots of different customs.  May Day celebrations have their origins in the Roman Festival of Flora, the goddess of fruit and flowers.  Traditions include: Maypole dancing, May Queen and Morris dancing.  

June

Queen Elizabeth II’s Official Birthday Weekend 

Events will take place in London to celebrate the Queen’s official birthday and honour her patronage of charities and organisations. These include the Trooping of the Colour Ceremony and a service of thanksgiving.
Trooping the Colour – a parade to mark the Queen’s official birthday
Although the Queen’s real birthday is 21st  April it has been tradition since 1748 to celebrate the King or Queen’s birthday in June.  A military parade known as Trooping the Colour is held in London, which is attended by the Royal Family.  

Royal Ascot 
Royal Ascot dates back to 1711.  Every year, Royal Ascot is attended by the Queen and other members of the Royal Family.  They arrive each day in horse drawn carriages, which make up the Royal Procession that takes place at the start of each race day.  Royal Ascot is a major event in the British sporting and social calendar.   

Father’s Day - 

A day to show appreciation to fathers.

Summer Solstice – 20th  June

The ancient monument of Stonehenge in Wiltshire is where people celebrate the longest day and shortest night of the year.

Wimbledon Tennis Championship -
The world’s oldest tennis tournament, which has been held at the All England Club in London since 1877.  Wimbledon has many long standing traditions, including the tennis players’ white dress code and the tradition for spectators to eat strawberries and cream.

Henley Royal Regatta -
A rowing event held annually on the River Thames by the town of Henley-on-Thames. It was established on 26 March 1839.  The Regatta, one of the highlights of the British summer sporting calendar, lasts for five days over the first weekend in July.  Races are head-to-head knock out competitions.      

July 

National Eisteddfod of Wales - 

Wales’ biggest artistic event and one of Europe’s oldest cultural festivals.  This is the chance to hear Welsh music and literature and see dance and theatre performances.  

August

Edinburgh Festival Fringe - 

The largest arts festival in the world, with shows by theatre, comedy, music and dance performers.
Blackpool Illuminations

Blackpool Illuminations is an annual lights festival, founded, and first switched on, in 1879, held each autumn in the British seaside resort of Blackpool on the Fylde Coast in Lancashire. Also known locally as The Lights, they run each year for sixty-six days, from late August until early November at a time when most other English seaside resorts' seasons are coming to an end. Dubbed as "the greatest free light show on earth", they are 6 miles (10 km) long and use over one million bulbs. The display stretches along the Promenade from Starr Gate at the south end of the town to Bispham in the north. Many of our children visit The Lights with their families each year.
September

Harvest Festivals – 

A harvest festival is a celebration of the food grown on the land.  In Britain, people have given thanks for successful harvests since pagan times.  Harvest festivals are traditionally held on or near the Sunday of the Harvest Moon that occurs closest to the autumn equinox around 23 September.  Harvest is celebrated by singing hymns, saying prayers and decorating churches with fruit and food in a festival known as a ‘Harvest Festival’.   
October

Halloween - 31st October

A yearly celebration on the eve of the Christian feast of All Hallows’ Day.  Children go trick-or-treating or carve pumpkins.  They also dress up as scary characters, including witches and devils.

November

Bonfire Night / Guy Fawkes Night – 5th  November

This marks the anniversary of Guy Fawkes’ plot to blow up the House of Lords and assassinate King James I in 1605.  The failed ‘gunpowder plot’ is remembered in the children’s rhyme: ‘Remember, remember the 5th of November, gunpowder, treason and plot.’  It is commemorated with firework displays and a bonfire where a guy is burned on top.

Remembrance Day - 11th  November / Remembrance Sunday - 

Each year in the UK a memorial day takes place to honour members of the armed forces.  The Royal British Legion charity sells papers poppy flowers to raise funds for veterans and their families.  The poppy is a symbol of remembrance.  A two minute silence is held at 11am. ON Remembrance Sunday many people parade to the Cenotaph, including the Queen and key political figures to lay wreaths of poppies.
A service of remembrance is held in school. Year 6 lead this service , and invite parents and visitors. A period of silence , in respect of  soldiers past and present, is held by children and staff.
St Andrew’s Day (Scotland) - 30th November  

Honouring its patron saint, St Andrew’s Day is Scotland’s national day.  Events in Scotland include traditional meals, poetry readings, bagpipe music and country dancing.

December
Christmas Day - 25th  December     

Annual Christian festival commemorating the birth of Jesus.
Christmas lights are switched on in towns, cities and homes across the United Kingdom.
Pantomimes – December

A uniquely British experience, a pantomime is a type of musical comedy stage production, designed for family entertainment.  It was developed in England and is still performed, generally during the Christmas and New Year season. Children are either given chance to visit the theatre to see a Pantomime, or a travelling theatre groups performs on in school.
Other Opportunities include;

The State Opening of Parliament

This marks the formal start of the parliamentary year.  The Queen’s speech sets out the Government’s agenda for the coming session, outlining proposed policies and legislation.  It is the only regular occasion when the three constituent parts of Parliament – the Sovereign, the House of Lords and the House of Commons – meet.

The State Opening of Parliament happens on the first day of a new parliament session or shortly after a general election. Our school has a link with the Houses of Parliament via their education service and Y6 pupils are given the opportunity to visit for a day.
The Arts 
British popular music is often viewed as the ‘best in the world.’ The Beatles Museum in Liverpool is visited by thousands of people each year.

British art and literature underpins our school curriculum, and children are given chance to visit museums and galleries around Manchester. British festivals are celebrated and often visited by people from around the world.
The National Trust and English Heritage

The National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty, known as the National Trust, is a conservation organisation in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, and the largest membership organisation in the United Kingdom. The trust describes itself as a charity that works to preserve and protect historic places and spaces—for ever, for everyone. Children at St Andrew’s have the opportunity to visit National Trust properties eg; Dunham Massey and Brockholes in the Lake District National Park.

The Scouting and Girl Guiding Movements

The Scouts were founded in 1907 and quickly followed by Brownies and Girl Guides. The movements aim to provide provide
"fun, adventure and skills for life and give young people the opportunity to enjoy new adventures, experience outdoors and take part in a range of creative, community and international activities, interact with others, make new friends, gain confidence and have the opportunity to reach their full potential”.
Many of our children belong to Rainbows, Brownies of Cub Scouts and share their ongoing achievements at our weekly celebration assemblies.
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