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Introduction 

I would like to update you on some of the events that will be happening in the spring term. You will have received a Home/School Topic Letter from your child’s teacher, outlining work to be covered this half term. I hope you find these interesting, and useful when supporting your child with homework.

Fundraising

The October Book Fair raised £305, which we were able to claim in books for school, while the school Disco and Christmas Raffle made a profit of £476. This money has gone into School Fund to be spent on your children. 
From collections taken during our Christmas performances in school and in Walkden Tesco, we raised the sum of £40 which was donated to Save the Children Fund, as decided by the School Council.
Bags 2 School

There will be a further clothes recycling collection on 20th March at 9am. The children will bring home a blue sack the week before. Please note though, that clothes, shoes, bedding can also be brought in bin liners. The heavier the bags, the more money they make!
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Family Worship

Below are the dates for acts of Family Worship for the remainder of the school year. These are on a Friday morning at 9am. We do ask that, if you are accompanied by young children, they do not disrupt the assembly by too much noise or movement, as this is very distracting for the children. If your young child does become restless, we ask that you take them into the entrance hall until they settle down.

The classes and dates for this term are as follows:

31st January: Y1
7th February: Reception

7th March: Y6

14th March: Y5
21st March: Y3
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Baptism

Reverend Stephen is holding a “mock baptism” with Y1 children to show them what happens when a baby is baptised on the 28th January.

Parental Partnership

Parent/Pupil Consultations

The spring term parent/pupil consultations will be held on Tuesday 11th March between 3.30 and 5pm and 13th March between 3.30-6.30pm.  All families will be allocated an appointment time and it is vital that you make every effort to attend. If there are exceptional circumstances that make it impossible for you to attend on these dates, please speak to your child’s class teacher. I will be available on 11th March: if you wish to contact me in advance to book an appointment, please feel free to do so.  Key Stage 2 pupils (Y3-Y6) are asked to attend with their parents/carers.

SATS meetings 

Children, who are in Y2 or Y6, will be formally assessed this year.  Y6 pupils will take their Key Stage 2 SATs in May, while Y2 pupils will be assessed over the spring and summer terms using an ongoing process. We are holding an information meeting for Y6 parents/carers on 20th March at 3.30pm, which we strongly urge you to attend, or send a representative to. 

Go for Green!

We have introduced a new behaviour system for our Key Stage 2 Children called, Go for Green! This is based around a traffic light system. Each class has a large traffic light displayed in their room, and their names are displayed on the green light at the start of each day. Negative behaviour may result in their name being moved onto amber, or red for more serious or repeatedly bad behaviour. As part of the system, a child on amber may be sent to another class for five or ten minute’s reflection time. Being on the red light will mean one or more playtime detentions. On the back page of this newsletter you will find a pictorial summary of the system. The full behaviour policy can be found on the school website www.standrewsmethodistschool.co.uk
Pop Uk!

The exciting news this term is that we have planned another “Pop Connections” event with the church. We ran two similar events a few years ago. The project now goes under the name of “Pop UK” but has the same format. The children from Year 1-Year 6 are taught a series of pop songs over three days, then, on the fourth day, they record them onto a CD. The following week they perform the songs at a concert in Walkden Methodist Church and are able to purchase a CD to keep. The Pop UK team will be in school on the week commencing 24th February and the Pop Concert will take place on Wednesday 5th March at 6pm in the church. I would urge you to come along to the concert as they are always very lively, enjoyable and special occasions!
Other Activities

A sports teacher from the locality is organising a multi sports activity and competition days on 28th February and 7th March for children from Y1-Y6.

A team will be entering a football competition at Harrop Fold on 24th January, 28th February, and 21st March.
Y5 Visit to Fusilier Museum: 28th March

Break Up for Easter: 4th April
Other Extra Curricular Activities

I include a list of the activities available this term, and individual members of staff will send out further details. I am extremely grateful to the staff running the clubs, as they do this voluntarily in their own 

time. I know the children have a lot of fun attending them.

Spring Term Clubs

Monday

Dance Club
Tuesday

Staff Meeting Day
Wednesday
Volleyball
Maths Clubs for Year 3, Year 5 and Year 6
Computer Club
Thursday

ICTHUS group
Netball

Friday

Football-Kevin Smith

Attendance
Our school attendance target is 95%. Last term we achieved %. Well done to Maddison Bottomley  in Reception who was the lucky winner of last term’s 100% attendance prize- £25!

Holidays

Can I remind you that school finishes for summer on Tuesday 29th July 2014.
Finally, can I yet again emphasise the importance of your child arriving at school on time at 8.55am and also collecting them on time at 3.20pm.  

Staff very often attend meetings after school and it is not always convenient for them to have to supervise children after 3.20pm
Thankyou for your continued support with everything we do in school.

Mrs. A. Smith

Executive Headteacher                    
GO FOR GREEN!

  We all start the day on the Green Light! [image: image4.wmf]
Poor Learning Behaviour will receive a warning.
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Your name will move to amber if the warning is ignored.
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Try harder and earn your way back to green! 

If not, you will need to take time out in another classroom.
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Movement to the Red Traffic Light results in Breaktime Detention.
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After 10 detentions parents/carers meet with school staff. 

ALWAYS GO FOR GREEN!
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