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Introduction 

After the summer break, it has been lovely to return to school and see how happy and refreshed the children look. For those parents/carers new to St Andrew’s I would like to take this opportunity of welcoming you and your children to our school. I am sure your child will soon feel very settled and happy here. 
You will be aware that as Executive Headteacher, I also lead North Walkden Primary School. This means that my time is split between the two sites. On the days I am at North Walkden, our Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Harrild oversees the school. However, if you need to contact me directly, this can be done via either of the school offices.
North Walkden Office No: 01204 571039

St Andrew’s Methodist Office No: 0161 790 3194
For your information, I am based in each school at the following times;

Monday: North Walkden

Tuesday: St Andrew’s

Wednesday: North Walkden

Thursday Morning: St Andrew’s

Thursday Afternoon: North Walkden

Friday: St Andrew’s
You should by now have received a Home/School Topic Letter from your child’s teacher, introducing themselves and outlining work to be covered this half-term. I hope you find these to be interesting, and useful when supporting your child with homework.

The children are looking very smart in their uniforms, which have, hopefully, all been labelled. Staff will be checking sweatshirts in the next couple of weeks and writing names on the labels of any without a name. Please note that trainers are NOT allowed in school, the correct footwear is black shoes. A small number of children have brought rucksack bags to school. We ask the children to bring only reading folders and PE bags, as we have no room to store any larger bags.
Should there be any matters of concern, regarding your child ,you should first discuss these with the class teacher or teaching assistant, who will normally be able to resolve the concerns. They know your child best and are aware of incidents that happen during the school day. If you need to speak to a member of staff, or need to pass a message on, please do this via the school office. There is always a teaching assistant available on the door in a morning to take general messages for teachers. Teachers are not able to engage in discussions with parents once their class has arrived, or until they have all left safely. Should you feel that your concerns have not been resolved, or if there is an urgent matter you need to discuss with me, I am happy to meet with you at a convenient time; this can be arranged via the office.

Punctuality
Please remember school starts at 8.55am. Last year there was a small group of children who were regularly late for school. Please note that all lateness is monitored by the Education Welfare Officer and me.

Fundraising

Activities this term have included:


Bags 2 School £150, Summer Fair £1770 and Disco £266.  All this will be spend developing the playgroup.

Staffing
We are delighted to welcome our new Year 3 teacher, Miss Lilley. I know you will all make her welcome and support her, as she begins her teaching career.
Family Support Worker
Lisa Blemmings, our Family Support Worker, works between here and North Walkden Primary, and can be contacted on 0791 0677 172. Families, who worked with Mrs Blemmings last year, found her to be a very useful contact and a great source of information and support. She can be contacted over:
· Behaviour issues (in and out of school)

· Social and emotional problems

· Attendance

· General concerns

Family Worship

Some of our classes will be leading acts of worship this term and families are warmly invited to attend these assemblies. If you are accompanied by very young children, please ensure that they do not disrupt the assembly by too much noise or movement. If your child does become noisy during the assembly, we ask that you please take them into the entrance until they settle down.

The classes and dates for this term are as follows:

4th October: Harvest led by Y6
11th October: Y5
18th October: Y2
14th November: Y4 (NB: This is a Thursday)
22nd November: Y3

Worship led by the younger children will be in the spring term.
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Harvest

The annual school Harvest Celebration will be held in the school hall on the morning of 4th October at 9am.  Year 6 will lead the celebration this year, and families are warmly invited to join us. 

For our Harvest effort, we are asking for donations of non-perishable foods e.g.; tins, packets and bottles. Once again, we are donating all the food collected to Winter Watch.  This charity runs a hostel over the winter months where homeless people can go for a shower,  a meal and shelter from the cold. I am sure you will agree that this is a worthy cause and find it satisfying to know that our donations will go directly to people who need them. Nearer the time, I shall be sending out a list of items, which would be especially useful to the shelter. Donations can be sent in from 30th September.

News from the School Council
Last year’s School Council worked extremely hard with Mrs Lysons and the new councillors are currently being elected. Once the new council has agreed its focus for the year, we will provide you with updates.
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Important dates for your diary. 

School Photographs

The photographer will be in school on 24th September to take individual and family photographs. 

Parent/Pupil Consultations

These will be held on Tuesday 12th November from 3.30-5pm and on Thursday 14th November from 4-6.30pm. Your child’s teacher will be able to report on how your child has settled into their new class and the progress they are making. You will receive an appointment with the teacher nearer to the time and we request that you make every effort to attend.  It is so important that we work together and find out how best to help your child. We ask that all pupils from Y1-Y6 accompany their parents/carers to the appointment to discuss their progress and future targets.

At some point during the parent’s evening, please make a point of visiting the book fair in the school hall. The Book Fair will run from 11th – 14th November after school. You are welcome to browse or purchase books from the fair.
Music Tuition

This year we are funding children in Y5 to continue their instrumental violin tuition. Pupils should ensure that they have their instruments in school on the allotted days. 
Extra Curricular Activities

As was the case last year, the clubs available will vary each term. Some staff have generously offered to run clubs in their own time and I am very grateful to them for this.
Autumn Term Clubs

Individual staff will send out details of any clubs they are running. Could you please take careful note of the finishing time of the club and ensure your child is collected on time. 

Autumn Term Clubs

Netball: Mrs Clifford
Football: Kevin Smith

Volleyball: Mrs Blemmings
ICTHUS Group: Grace Thomas

Sport Coach: Mr Smethurst
Maths: Mrs Clifford

Gardening: Mrs O’Leary and Mrs Henshaw

School Holidays 2013/14
Please endeavour to book holidays when the children are not at school. Please note that school is no longer able to authorise any holidays during term time due to a new directive from the DFE. Any holidays taken during term time  will result in a fine.
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Dogs On the Yard

Please remember that dogs are not permitted on the school premises at any time, for health and safety reasons.

Staff Car Park

May I remind you that the school car park is for staff only. Parents should refrain from using the car park unless they have permission from school to use the disabled space in special circumstances. Thank you for your co-operation.

Consent Forms

Mrs Shepley/Mrs Cunningham will be sending out a packet for each child containing;

· Holiday list

· Trip consent form

· Health form

· Home School Agreement

· Contact details form

It is very important that you take the time to complete and read these documents and return any that need to be signed. Please ensure your contact details are up to date in case we need to contact you in an emergency.
Admissions for September 2014
· Transfer from Primary to Secondary School
All Year 6 children will have received a letter detailing the transfer arrangement. You can apply online or forms are available from the school office.  You must submit your completed application online or by post by Thursday 31st October 2013.
· Transfer from Nursery to Reception 

All Nursery children will receive a letter detailing the transfer arrangements. 

You can apply online or forms are available from the school office.  You must submit your completed application online or by post by Wednesday 15th January 2014.
· Admission to Nursery and Reception 

If your child due to start nursery or reception class in September 2014, you need to apply to Salford City Council for a place.  You can apply online or forms are available from the school office.  You must submit your completed application online or by post by Wednesday 15th January 2014.

Finally

I hope you have found this newsletter to be interesting and informative. I look forward to working closely with you and your children over the forth coming school year.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs A Smith

Executive Headteacher
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